
Unleash Your Dog’s Potential
with Schutzhund Training
Did you know a German Shepherd’s sense of smell is incredibly
powerful? They have over 200 million olfactory cells, compared
to  just  5  million  in  humans.  This  makes  them  ideal  for
advanced training like Schutzhund. It’s a dog sport that turns
their potential into extraordinary performance.

Schutzhund training, now known as IGP, is a comprehensive way
to  develop  a  dog’s  mental  and  physical  abilities.  It
originated in Germany and tests a dog’s tracking, obedience,
and protection skills. The training is intense and structured.

Malcolm from Activk9s knows Schutzhund training is more than a
sport. It’s a way to unlock your dog’s hidden talents. This
training  method  shows  the  intelligence  and  versatility  of
working dogs, rooted in German Shepherd breeding selection.

If you’re passionate about dogs or a professional handler,
Schutzhund training is a unique opportunity. It allows you to
develop  a  deep  bond  with  your  dog  while  showcasing  their
incredible abilities.

Key Takeaways
Schutzhund training tests a dog’s comprehensive skills
across tracking, obedience, and protection
Originated in Germany as a breeding selection method for
German Shepherds
Requires  significant  time  commitment  and  specialised
training
Develops exceptional mental and physical capabilities in
dogs
Strengthens the bond between handler and dog

https://activk9s.com/schutzhund-training/
https://activk9s.com/schutzhund-training/


Understanding  the  History  and
Evolution of IGP/Schutzhund
The history of protection dog training is deeply intertwined
with  the  German  Shepherd  breed’s  development.  Schutzhund,
meaning “protection dog” in German, was introduced in the
early 20th century. It became a key method for evaluating
working dog capabilities.

Created in 1901, Schutzhund was more than a sport. It was a
thorough evaluation of a working dog’s mental and physical
prowess.

Origins in German Shepherd Breeding
The  sport’s  inception  was  driven  by  the  need  to  preserve
German  Shepherds’  exceptional  working  qualities.  Breeders
sought dogs with:

Mental stability
Structural efficiency
Strong scenting abilities
Willingness to work
Courage and trainability

Development into Modern Sport
Over  the  years,  Schutzhund  evolved  from  a  breed-specific
evaluation to a global competition. It expanded to include
various breeds such as:

Belgian Malinois
Dobermans
Rottweilers
Boxers



Evolution  from  Breeding  Test  to
Competition
By  2019,  the  training  approach  had  undergone  significant
changes. The term Schutzhund was replaced by IGP, reflecting
the sport’s global expansion and standardisation. Today, IGP
is a demanding test of a dog’s working abilities, encompassing
tracking, obedience, and protection.

A true testament to the enduring legacy of German Shepherd
training  and  the  commitment  to  preserving  working  dog
excellence.

The  Three  Pillars  of  Schutzhund
Training
Schutzhund  training  is  a  comprehensive  programme  for
developing exceptional working dogs. It consists of three key
pillars: tracking, obedience, and bite work. These pillars
test a dog’s mental and physical abilities.

Each pillar has a unique role in evaluating a dog’s potential
and character. Let’s dive into these essential components that
make Schutzhund training a challenging and respected field in
the canine world.

Tracking Training: This phase assesses a dog’s scenting
skills  and  concentration.  Dogs  must  follow  complex
tracks, showcasing their olfactory abilities and mental
focus.
Obedience  Training:  Here,  dogs  demonstrate  precise
control and unwavering commitment to their handler. They
are  tested  on  their  responsiveness  and  ability  to
execute intricate commands.
Protection Work: The most demanding phase, bite work
evaluates  a  dog’s  courage,  control,  and  protective



instincts under high-stress conditions.

Together, these components offer a comprehensive evaluation of
a dog’s temperament, intelligence, and working potential. In
Ireland, Schutzhund training has become increasingly popular
among  working  dog  enthusiasts.  They  aim  to  enhance  their
canine companions’ extraordinary abilities.

The  true  essence  of  Schutzhund  lies  not  in  creating
aggressive dogs, but in developing disciplined, confident,
and highly skilled working partners.

Essential  Equipment  and  Gear  for
Training Success
For schutzhund training to be successful, specific equipment
is necessary for each phase. The right gear ensures safety,
effectiveness, and optimal performance for both handler and
dog. Let’s explore the essential equipment needed to excel in
this demanding discipline.

Training Collars and Harnesses
Choosing the right training collars and harnesses is key for
protection  dog  training.  Professional  handlers  suggest
specific gear that offers control while keeping comfort in
mind:

Padded agitation collars with quick-release mechanisms
Ergonomic tracking harnesses
Robust leather training collars
Adjustable nylon working harnesses

Tracking Equipment
For  precise  tracking,  specific  equipment  is  needed  for
schutzhund training. Key items include:



Long tracking lines (typically 10-15 metres)
Tracking articles made from various materials
Ground markers and flags
Scent preservation containers

Protection Work Gear
Protection work requires robust safety equipment for both dog
and handler. Below is a comprehensive pricing overview of
essential protection gear:

Equipment Type Price Range (€) Recommended Use

IGP Training Bite
Sleeve

175.00
Advanced protection

training

Puppy Bite Builder
(Jute)

50.00-68.00
Initial bite work

training

French Linen Leg
Protection Sleeve

93.00
Intermediate protection

work

Soft Training Bite
Sleeve

70.00 Young dog training

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-ihZAl5Bug

Pro  tip:  Invest  in  quality  gear  that  matches  your  dog’s
training level and grows with their skills. Always prioritise
safety and proper fit when selecting protection dog training
equipment.

Getting Started with IGP Training
in Ireland
Starting your IPO training journey in Ireland demands passion,
commitment, and the right mentorship. Schutzhund clubs across
the nation offer prime chances for dog lovers to enhance their
pet’s abilities and potential.

As you begin your Schutzhund journey, keep these vital steps



in mind:

Research local schutzhund clubs in your area
Connect  with  seasoned  trainers  like  Malcolm  from
Activk9s
Assess your dog’s physical and mental preparedness
Understand the time investment needed

Malcolm  from  Activk9s  excels  in  IPO  training,  offering
detailed advice for those new to Schutzhund. His knowledge
empowers handlers to confidently explore the complex realm of
dog sports.

Training Aspect Key Considerations

Initial Assessment
Evaluate dog’s temperament and physical

capabilities

Training Frequency Minimum 2-3 sessions per week recommended

Equipment Needed
Specialized training gear, tracking lines,

protective equipment
Dog  lovers  in  Ireland  should  prepare  for  a  demanding  yet
fulfilling path. Schutzhund training not only enhances skills
but also strengthens the bond between handler and dog.

Success  in  IPO  training  hinges  on  consistent  practice,
patience, and expert guidance.

It’s essential to find the right schutzhund club. Seek out
organisations that focus on positive training, dog welfare,
and high technical skill standards.

Professional  Schutzhund  Training
with Malcolm at Activk9s
Explore top-tier schutzhund training in Ireland with Malcolm,
a seasoned professional at Activk9s. He excels in protection
dog training. Our programme elevates canine potential through



structured,  science-backed  methods.  It  aims  to  create
exceptional  working  dogs.

Malcolm is renowned for his expertise in breeding dogs with
superior mental stability, trainability, and work ethic. His
training method centres on fostering robust handler-dog bonds.
This is achieved through positive reinforcement techniques.

Training Methodology
Our schutzhund training encompasses three essential elements:

Precise tracking exercises
Advanced obedience training
Controlled protection work

“Training is about understanding your dog’s unique potential
and guiding them towards excellence.”

Training Structure and Approach
We  craft  bespoke  training  plans  tailored  to  each  dog’s
strengths and developmental needs. Our approach focuses on:

Gradual skill progression1.
Consistent positive reinforcement2.
Mental and physical conditioning3.

Contact and Booking
Ready to start your dog’s schutzhund journey? Reach out to
Malcolm directly:

Contact Method Details

Mobile 089-4120124

Email info@activk9s.ie



Location and Availability
Activk9s  provides  training  sessions  throughout  Ireland.  We
offer flexible scheduling for dedicated dog handlers. This is
for those committed to professional protection dog training.

Transform  your  dog’s  potential  –  start  your  schutzhund
training today!

The  Tracking  Phase:  Developing
Scent Work Skills

Tracking training is the most complex and demanding part of
Schutzhund. Dogs need to show top-notch scent discrimination
and focus. Our method enhances your dog’s tracking skills
through systematic and progressive techniques.

In  Schutzhund  tracking,  precision  is  key.  Unlike  regular
tracking, this training demands dogs to track every step with
high accuracy. Expert trainers employ strategic methods to
hone these advanced scent work abilities.



Introduce  dogs  to  basic  scent  tracking  using  food
targets
Gradually increase tracking complexity and distance
Develop high article value and reward techniques
Transition from food rewards to praise-based recognition

Our tracking training draws from experts like Lucy Newton,
with deep experience in canine tracking. We adapt techniques
from  police  canine  and  search  and  rescue  for  Schutzhund
training.

The  goal  is  to  transform  your  dog’s  natural  scenting
abilities  into  a  precise,  controlled  tracking  skill.

Schutzhund tracking is more than just following a trail. It
tests a dog’s mental toughness, physical stamina, and natural
working  abilities.  We  focus  on  building  confidence  and
strengthening  the  bond  between  handler  and  dog  in  each
session.

Mastering  Obedience  in  Schutzhund
Training
Obedience  training  is  at  the  heart  of  Schutzhund  (IPO
training), linking handler and dog. Our method aims to enhance
communication and responsiveness in working dogs.

In IPO training, obedience transcends mere command-following.
It’s about forging a partnership that showcases control and
mutual understanding.

Basic Commands and Positions
Foundational  obedience  training  encompasses  essential
elements:

Precise heelwork



Immediate sit and down responses
Rock-solid stay commands
Reliable recall under distraction

Advanced Obedience Exercises
As  dogs  advance  in  Schutzhund  training,  they  face  more
intricate challenges:

Off-leash heelwork with multiple directional changes1.
Distance control exercises2.
Retrieving over hurdles3.
Send-away drills with precise positioning4.

Competition-Level Requirements
Competing  in  IPO  trials  necessitates  outstanding  obedience
skills. Dogs must show:

Minimum 70% score across all phases
Scores ranging from Insufficient to Excellent
Absolute responsiveness to handler commands

“Obedience is the language of trust between handler and dog”
– Professional Schutzhund Trainer

Our training approach ensures dogs achieve the precision and
enthusiasm needed for Schutzhund obedience competitions.

Protection  Work:  Building  Courage
and Control
Protection dog training is a complex discipline that turns a
regular pet into a controlled, confident working dog. At its
core,  bite  work  enhances  a  dog’s  mental  discipline  and
physical prowess.

The protection phase in Schutzhund training is a challenging



exercise. It evaluates a dog’s courage, control, and precise
command response. Our training method concentrates on:

Developing controlled aggression
Building confidence through structured exercises
Ensuring absolute obedience under high-stress scenarios

During protection work, dogs acquire essential skills beyond
simple aggression. The aim is to create a dog that can make
intelligent decisions under pressure. Our training focuses on
transitioning  from  social  drive  to  controlled  response,
managing a dog’s emotional state with specific techniques.

Key aspects of protection dog training include:

Precise grip techniques1.
Hold and bark exercises2.
Controlled engagement and disengagement3.

A well-trained protection dog is not an aggressive weapon,
but a disciplined partner responding to handler commands.

In  Ireland,  our  protection  dog  training  enhances  a  dog’s
natural abilities while maintaining strict control. We know
that  successful  bite  work  demands  patience,  consistent
training, and a profound understanding of canine psychology.

Time  Commitment  and  Training
Schedule
Schutzhund training is a significant journey for both dog and
handler. It requires a deep commitment to achieve success.
This  demanding  canine  sport  needs  dedicated  time  and
consistent  practice.



For successful schutzhund training, a long-term commitment of
2 to 3 years with a local training club is essential. The
journey involves developing skills in three critical areas:

Tracking
Obedience training
Protection work

Weekly Training Requirements
Dog handlers should expect a structured training approach.
This  balance  includes  club  sessions  and  home  practice.
Effective training sessions should be:

Short and focused (for younger dogs)1.
Consistent in frequency2.
Tailored to the dog’s individual learning pace3.

Professional trainers advise allocating at least 3-4 hours per
week for comprehensive schutzhund training. This includes both
club and home practice sessions.



Home Practice Guidelines
Home practice is vital for reinforcing skills learned in club
training. Key recommendations include:

Daily short training sessions (10-15 minutes)
Incorporating  obedience  training  into  everyday
activities
Using positive reinforcement techniques
Maintaining patience and consistency

Remember, successful schutzhund training is a collaborative
journey.  It  requires  dedication,  understanding,  and  mutual
respect between you and your dog.

Selecting  the  Right  Dog  for  IGP
Sport
Choosing  the  perfect  dog  for  Schutzhund  training  requires
careful  consideration.  While  German  Shepherd  training  has
traditionally dominated the sport, multiple breeds can excel
in International Prüfungordnung (IGP).

The  ideal  Schutzhund  candidate  possesses  specific
characteristics that set them apart from ordinary companions.
Rottweiler training enthusiasts know that drive, temperament,
and physical attributes are crucial for success.

High prey drive
Strong mental resilience
Excellent trainability
Physical fitness
Balanced temperament

Our research indicates the optimal age to start training a
puppy for IGP is between 8 weeks to 5 months. During this
critical period, socialisation experiences play a pivotal role
in developing a potential Schutzhund champion.



Breed Suitability for IGP Training Difficulty

German Shepherd Excellent Moderate

Rottweiler Very Good Challenging

Belgian Malinois Exceptional High
Positive reinforcement methods significantly improve training
outcomes.  Clicker  training  and  gradual  exposure  to  new
experiences can enhance a dog’s adaptability and confidence in
Schutzhund disciplines.

The key is finding a dog with the right balance of drive,
intelligence, and willingness to work.

When selecting your IGP partner, consider working with an
experienced  mentor  who  can  guide  you  through  the  nuanced
selection process. Their expertise can help you identify a dog
with genuine potential for this demanding sport.

Achieving  IGP  Titles  and
Certifications
Schutzhund training is a demanding journey of skill and canine
excellence. The path to IGP titles is both challenging and
rewarding for dedicated dog handlers. They pursue professional
IPO training with passion.

Our comprehensive guide will help you navigate the intricate
world of IGP certification levels. From the foundational BH
test to advanced competition stages, we’ve got you covered.

Understanding the BH Companion Dog Test
The  Begleithund  (BH)  test  is  the  crucial  first  step  in
schutzhund training. It evaluates a dog’s basic obedience and
temperament in real-world scenarios.

Demonstrates dog’s controlled behaviour in public



Tests handler’s ability to manage their canine companion
Mandatory prerequisite for advanced IGP titles

IGP Certification Levels
The IGP title progression showcases a dog’s increasing skill
and precision in three critical disciplines.

IGP Level Key Requirements Difficulty

IGP 1
Basic tracking, obedience, protection

work
Introductory

IGP 2
Advanced tracking techniques, complex

obedience
Intermediate

IGP 3
Highest level of tracking, precision
obedience, advanced protection work

Expert

Each  IGP  level  demands  increased  skill,  precision,  and
teamwork  between  handler  and  dog.  Our  training  approach
ensures you and your canine partner are fully prepared for
these challenging assessments.

Success in IGP training is not just about titles, but about
developing an unbreakable bond between handler and dog.

Training  Facilities  and  Club
Environment



Joining a Schutzhund club elevates your IPO training from solo
efforts  to  a  team-based  learning  space.  These  clubs  are
essential for nurturing top-tier working dogs in Ireland. They
offer vital resources for their development.

The best schutzhund clubs provide more than just a place to
train.  They  create  a  full  environment  for  dog  growth,
featuring:

Professional training grounds
Specialised equipment for tracking and protection work
Experienced handlers and mentors
Structured training programmes

Selecting the ideal club requires careful consideration of
several  key  factors.  Look  for  facilities  with  dedicated
training areas. These should accommodate different phases of
Schutzhund  work,  including  tracking  terrain  and  protection
training zones.

“A great Schutzhund club isn’t just about space – it’s about
creating a supportive community for dog and handler growth.”



Effective  IPO  training  clubs  in  Ireland  offer  structured
weekly  sessions.  This  allows  handlers  to  progress
systematically  through  obedience,  tracking,  and  protection
phases. The social aspect of club training provides invaluable
peer support and shared learning experiences.

When evaluating potential schutzhund clubs, prioritise those
with certified trainers. Also, look for comprehensive safety
protocols and a positive, goal-oriented training philosophy.

Common Challenges and Solutions in
Schutzhund Training
Schutzhund  training  is  filled  with  unique  challenges  that
demand patience, skill, and strategic thinking. Each dog’s
path  is  distinct,  and  handlers  must  be  ready  to  tackle
specific hurdles in obedience training.

Key challenges in schutzhund training often include:

Motivation management for dogs with inconsistent drive
Control issues during protection work
Tracking distractions in complex environments
Maintaining focused performance under pressure

Experienced  trainers  understand  that  dogs  need  tailored
correction  strategies.  Some  dogs  might  need  firmer
corrections, while others prefer gentle guidance. For example,
dogs with high fight drive may require:

Carefully structured correction levels1.
Precise voice command training2.
Consistent repetition of exercises3.
Gradual progression in difficulty4.

Understanding your dog’s temperament is vital in schutzhund
training. Tough dogs might need extra control training, post-
fight  drive  development.  Voice  commands  can  be  remarkably



effective  when  applied  correctly,  with  some  dogs  needing
minimal physical corrections.

The key is adapting your training approach to each dog’s
unique personality and learning style.

Professional obedience training requires careful assessment of
correction techniques. Stick corrections or long-line methods
should only be used by experienced handlers who understand
their dog’s psychological thresholds.

Remember, successful schutzhund training is about building a
strong,  trusting  relationship  between  handler  and  dog.  It
focuses on positive reinforcement and precise communication.

Competition  Preparation  and
Strategy
Preparing for a Schutzhund or IPO training competition demands
meticulous planning and a strategic approach. Success in these
trials goes beyond just excellent dog training skills. It
requires a deep understanding of the competition dynamics.

Effective  competition  preparation  involves  several  critical
elements that can significantly impact your performance:

Understanding the detailed scoring system
Mental preparation for you and your dog
Precise technical training
Strategic performance planning

Trial Day Preparation
When preparing for a Schutzhund training competition, athletes
must  focus  on  multiple  aspects.  Your  dog’s  readiness  is
paramount. This means consistent practice, stress management,
and peak physical conditioning.



Start preparation weeks in advance
Simulate competition environments during training
Practice calm handling techniques
Ensure proper nutrition and rest

Scoring System Understanding
IPO training competitions have intricate scoring mechanisms.
Each phase – tracking, obedience, and protection – carries
specific point allocations. Competitors must understand how
points are awarded and deducted to maximise their potential.

Competition Phase Maximum Points Passing Criteria

Tracking 100 70 Points Minimum

Obedience 100 70 Points Minimum

Protection 100 70 Points Minimum
Remember, successful Schutzhund training is about creating a
strong,  communicative  bond  with  your  dog.  It’s  about
demonstrating  exceptional  skills  and  teamwork.

Conclusion
Schutzhund training is more than a sport; it’s a journey that
forges a deep bond between handler and dog. Our exploration
has uncovered the complexity of protection dog training. It
shows the remarkable skills and discipline needed to succeed
in this demanding field.

The path to Schutzhund mastery requires unwavering dedication,
patience, and expert guidance. Dogs, such as those trained by
Malcolm  at  Activk9s,  showcase  the  potential  of  structured
training. By mastering clear communication and understanding
canine  psychology,  handlers  can  unlock  their  dog’s  full
potential in tracking, obedience, and protection.

For Irish dog lovers aiming to raise a confident, disciplined
companion,  Schutzhund  training  is  unmatched.  It  offers  a



holistic  approach  to  canine  training,  going  beyond
conventional  methods.  Professional  trainers  can  guide  you
through  the  challenges,  celebrating  your  dog’s  remarkable
growth.

Reflecting on the techniques and insights shared, remember
that Schutzhund training is a journey of mutual respect and
continuous learning. Your dedication will not only enhance
your dog’s abilities but also strengthen your bond.

FAQ

hat is Schutzhund training?
Schutzhund, now known as IGP, is a dog sport from Germany. It
tests a dog’s skills in tracking, obedience, and protection.
Originally for German Shepherds, it’s now a global competition
for many breeds.

What breeds are suitable for Schutzhund
training?
German Shepherds are traditional, but many breeds can do well.
Rottweilers and Doberman Pinschers are examples. The key is a
dog with high drive and good trainability.

How long does it take to train a dog for
Schutzhund?
Training for Schutzhund is a long-term commitment. It usually
takes 2-3 years to get a first title. Handlers train weekly
and practice daily at home.

Is Schutzhund training dangerous?
Properly trained, Schutzhund is safe. It focuses on control
and discipline. Protection work is managed for safety.



What  equipment  do  I  need  to  start
Schutzhund training?
You’ll  need  a  good  training  collar,  tracking  line,  and
harness. For advanced training, you’ll need bite sleeves and
protection gear. The right equipment varies by phase and your
dog’s level.

Can I start Schutzhund training with an
adult dog?
Yes,  adult  dogs  can  start  Schutzhund  training.  The  most
important  factors  are  drive,  temperament,  and  physical
condition.  A  professional  trainer  can  assess  your  dog’s
potential.

What  are  the  different  levels  of
Schutzhund titles?
Training starts with the BH test, then IGP1, IGP2, and IGP3.
Each  level  gets  harder,  testing  tracking,  obedience,  and
protection skills.

How  much  time  should  I  dedicate  to
training?
Schutzhund training needs consistent effort. Handlers train
1-2 times a week and practice daily. Short, focused sessions
are better than long, infrequent ones.

Is Schutzhund only for working dogs?
Originally for working dogs, Schutzhund is now open to many
breeds. It strengthens the bond with your dog, provides mental
stimulation, and improves training skills.



How do I find a reputable Schutzhund club
in Ireland?
Look  for  clubs  affiliated  with  national  working  dog
organisations.  Ask  experienced  trainers  like  Malcolm  at
Activk9s  for  recommendations.  Visit  clubs  to  see  their
training methods and environment.
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